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Welcome to the 2009-2010 Clement Moms!

Dear Clement Moms,

We are very excited to welcome you to
the 2009-2010 season of Clement Moms!
Thanks to our hard-working Committee
Chairs, we have a great calendar planned
for the coming year and hope to see old
friends as well as many new moms at our
upcoming events.

We know firsthand how busy life can be
when you are caring for little ones under
the age of five. We hope that Clement

Moms can provide support when times are

especially stressful, and we understand

that a flexible commitment level is crucial

during this phase of our lives. We hope
that you can find opportunities that work

with your schedule to volunteer, socialize,

and get involved in new ways!

Check out this newsletter and the Portal

Calendar for info on upcoming events. We

hope to see you at the first Momsb Night
Out on September 17 and your entire
family at Fall Fest on October 4!

Cheers,
Clement Moms Co-Chairs
Sarah Graham and Ashley Boron &

The good news is,
Clement Moms
today have access

to the same great

advice from our kind and connected
community while enjoying a lot less
clutter in our inboxes.

more functions to help you participate
in Clement Moms events!

00 The calendar is always updated so
you know in a few clicks which

details are.
00 The member directory includes

the momés name that you talked to
at the last playgroup or to find other
moms with kids the same age.

0 Photo albums allow you to upload
and share your own photos of
Clement Moms events. Check out
the cute pics from the Kidso Easter
Party last April!

recommendations and

The better news is, the portal has many

events are approaching and what the

photos and profiles to remind you of

Clement Moms Portal Update

00 The files section contains all forms
you may need, such as the Database/
Dues Form which is required when
paying your annual dues.

00 A link to Prayer Requests enables
you to ask the community to pray
for a special intention you may have.

Just a little reminder to please fill out
your profiles, especially your photo and
your kids' names and ages. The portal
does a much better job at building
community if we can all "see" who
we're talking with!

The areas for Personal Background

and Hobbies & Interests are a great
opportunity to tell about your favorite
pasttimes, whether it's a small company
you started, a sport you love, or the
organizations you participate in at St.
Clement. Who knows, you just might
find some birds of a feather!

If you need help getting set up on the
portal, or have any questions, please
email joan.jablonski@gmail.com for
assistance. (Joan Jablonski) &

Indoor Play Places for
Bad Weather Days

Its raining out, your /
child is full of energy, 7 7
and you dondt know
where to go! Here

are some ideas for

places (listed alpha-
betically) where kids can run to their
hearts content while not getting cold
or wet! The places listed can be used
for one-time drop-in (with caregiver)
play and do not require membership.

/
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/

Day Frog (www.dayfrog.com); 233 East
Erie St,, Suite 100, Chicago; 312-642-
8400; drop-in play Mon-Wed and Fri
8:30 am - 7:00 pm, Thu and Sat 8:30 am
- 8:00 pm, Sun 8:30 am - 5:00 pm; daily
admission $15 per child

Family Grounds Cafe -- opening soon
(www.familygroundscafe.com); 3652 N
Lincoln Ave., Chicago; 773-281-0785;
open Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 pm and
Sat 9:00 am - 1:00 pm; playground pass
$7.95 per child aged one and over

Fantasy Kingdom (www.fantasy
kingdom.orqg); 1422 N. Kingsbury St.,
Chicago; 312-642-5437; drop-in play
Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:30 pm; daily admis-
sion $12 per child aged one and over

My Corner Playroom (www.mycorner
playroom.com); 2121 N. Clybourn Ave.,
Chicago; 773-388-2121; drop-in play
Mon-Thu 1:00-6:00 pm, Fri 8:00 am

- 6:00 pm, and Sat 9:00 am - 12:00 pm;
daily admission $15 per child

Pump It Up (www.pumpitupparty.com);
821 W. Eastman, Chicago; 312-664-

7867; drop-in play times change -- call
for times; admission $10 for 1.5 hours

Know of other good places for
indoor play? Log in to the Clement
Moms Portal and add them to the
Out & About topic on the Discussion
Board! Have fun! (Kirsten Greco) &
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Clement Moms Committee News

Clement Moms
Kick-Off: We look
forward to seeing all
the committee chairs
and members to
kickoff the 2009-2010
Clement Moms year.
Please join us for

the kick-off on Wednesday, September
9, from 7:00-9:00 pm in the St. Clement
Chapel. Please contact Co-Chairs Sarah
Graham (sdgraham@gmail.com) and
Ashley Boron (ashleyboron@gmail.com)
with questions.

Book Club Committee: The Clement
Moms Book Club is a great way to meet
fellow moms and discuss books and
parenting topics on a monthly basis.
Upcoming Book Club dates include
Tuesday, September 8 and Tuesday,
October 13, both from 7:00-9:00 pm.

Playgroup Committee: Playgroup is
a fun way to meet other moms, build

The first day of school can be exciting, long-awaited, fun-
filled ... and scary, especially for kindergarteners and first
graders. But in Germany, there is a tradition that makes the

friendships and share ideas. Children
of all ages are welcome; nannies and
dads too! Starting in October, Playgroup
will meet the first Tuesday and third
Thursday of every month from 10:30 am
to 12:00 pm. On the third Thursday, we
will offer age-appropriate seasonal arts
& crafts. Playgroup is hosted by Rebecca
Richards and Mary Kay Carter; please
contact Mary Kay at 773-415-3404 with
questions. Upcoming dates include:
00 Thursday, September 17 at Park
West Playlot (on Wrightwood, east of
Halsted -- if its raining, we will meet

downstairs in the St. Clement Chapel).

00 Tuesday, October 6 at Park West
Playlot (if ités raining, we will meet

downstairs in the St. Clement Chapel).

00 Thursday, October 15 at St. Clement
Chapel (enter through the parish
office doors on Deming). We will
have a special Halloween activity!

Social Committee: Please join us on
Thursday, September 17, for our first

Start-of-School Traditions Around the World: The German Schultuete (School Cone)

years ago, we saw many sizes and varieties for sale in book-
stores and department stores.

social event of the year: Wine & Cheese
101. Schoolds back in session Clement
Mom-style. Back by popular demand, the
folks from Pastoral Artisan will teach us
the about a variety of cheeses & wine and
how to pair them together. Youbll learn
some, eat some, drink some and meet
some new friends!

Additional September and October
Important Dates (dates subject to change
-- please refer to the calendar on the
Clement Moms Portal for final dates and
additional information):

9/13:  Plaza Hospitality (volunteers
needed -- see the Portal for more
information)

9/18:  Sack Lunches dropped off before
9:30 am

10/16: Sack Lunches dropped off before
9:30 am

10/17:  Momsi Retreat hosted by the
Spirituality Committee

10/24: Kidsd Halloween Party &

first day of school especially memorable for these little ones --
the giving of the schult¢ te. Each child that enters first grade in
Germany receives a large cone (t¢te) decorated with paper and
ribbons and filled with small gifts, school supplies, and lots of
chocolate and candy. On the first day of school, the children
and their families walk to school with these cones. Once there,
the older students put on a musical performance for everyone,
then the new first graders go off with their teachers to see their
classrooms. After a brief introduction to the school year, the
children rejoin their families and take individual and class
photos. Each child poses with his or her cone under a sign with
the name of the school and the year. The cone is something
they keep as a memory of their special first day of school.

The tradition of the Schult; te originated in the eastern German
cities of Saxony and Thuringia about 200 years ago. The cones
were originally given by the childés godparents and hung

from a tree in the schoolyard. Children were told that when
the ffruitso on the tree were ripe enough to be picked, they
themselves would be ready for school. Today, the cones are
usually given by parents and are often decorated with favorite
cartoon or book characters. When we lived in Germany a few

If you would like to start this tradition with
your family, you can make a Schult; te by
cutting a circle out of posterboard with a
radius as tall as you want your cone to be.
Next, roll the circle into the shape of an
ice cream cone. Staple along the seam,
then trim the top to make it even. Fill
the cone with school supplies and/or
candy. When the cone is full, wrap

it with either gift wrapping paper or
plastic wrap. Leave several inches

at the top, then tie it closed with a
ribbon. Cones are also available for
purchase from Chicago-based business
KinderCone (www.kindercone.com).

Giving a schultg te can be a way to
celebrate school and make your child
feel special. It can also be neat way
to introduce kids to another countryts
traditions and celebrations. Have fun!
(Kirsten Greco) &
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Celebrating Milestones

Happy Birthday

September 12

Hayden Paul Matthews

Happy 6th Birthday Hayden!
XOXO, Mom, Dad, Cam and Nolan

October 6

Connor John Treccia

Happy 3rd b-day Connor!

We love you tons, Mommy and
Daddy

October 22

Nolan Francis Matthews

Happy 2nd Birthday Nolan!

XOXO, Mommy, Daddy, Hayden and
Cam

October 30

Lauren Krakora

Happy 4th Birthday, Lauren!

Lots of love from Mommy, Daddy,
Izak and Markus

Welcome to the World

May 20

Welcome Nathan Welby Butts
10 Ibs 10 oz, 22 inches
Mommy, Daddy, and big sisters
Graysen and Ella

July 9

Welcome Markus James Krakora!
We love you!

Mommy, Daddy, Lauren and Izak

July 23

Welcome William Francis
Newburn!

We love you very much!

Love, Mommy, Daddy and proud big
brother Nicholas

Welcome to the Church

Baptized August 2

Jackson Thomas Benedict

Proud parents: Tara Zmyslo and Andy
Benedict

(Compiled by Mary Newburn) &

Fall Activities in the Parish

As much fun as summer can be, Septem-
ber is a welcome time for many parents.
Kids are back in school, routines are
re-established, and a sense of fiordero

between 10:30 am and noon at the Park
West Playlot. Playgroup is a fun way to
meet other moms, build friendships and
share ideas, not to mention an opportunity

peeks out from between the multi-colored  for children to burn off some energy and

leaves. As kids rejoin their classmates,
autumn is a great time for adults to
reconnect with the larger parish. Below
we describe some parish activities to
consider during the next few weeks.

Join a faith community. Do you wish
you had more time for prayerful medita-
tion away from your children and daily
distractions, in a friendly and low-key
environment with other St. Clement
mothers? Join A Motherds Rosaryo in
the Chapel on Thursdays from 8:15-8:45
am. Every Tuesday morning at 6:30

am a group of parish men
join together for a half hour '
of prayer and reflection. If
6:30 is a little too early, at
9:30 am on Tuesdays, Focus

on Sunday Scripture meets I

%

interact with other children. Clement
Couples offers you a chance to become
part of a small Christian community
that builds and supports friendships as
we explore what it means to be part of a
family in todayés world. This parish group
enables you to get together with other
couples who share Christian values in
order to discuss ways that you can more
effectively live your faith as individuals,
parents, partners, and community
members. The Clement Couples kickoff
for the 2009-2010 year is on September
27 at 6:00 pm in Centennial Hall,
where there will be a delicious
supper and the opportunity
to talk informally with
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Alﬁ couples already in the group.

| For more information and
| to RSVP, contact Griffin
I

in the Fahey Parish Center. O 4l 0o | and Amanda Lothrop at
Join the group for an hour m 111 | alothrop@deloitte.com
= — (preferred) or 773-281-

of prayerful reflection

on the readings for

the following Sunday. Come when

you can; you need not make a weekly
commitment. Eucharistic adoration is
held in the Chapel every Thursday from
1:00-6:30 pm with Holy Rosary at 6:00
pm and Benediction at 6:30 pm. Sign-up
sheets are located at the St. Jude altar.
The Centering Prayer Group meets
every Saturday morning at 9:15 am in
the Chapel to explore prayer and prayer
styles through profound silence and
contemplation.

3423.

Share your faith. Welcome others to
church on September 13. Mary Newburn
(mary.newburn@gmail.com) is recruiting
volunteers for Plaza Hospitality hosted by
Clement Moms after the 9:30 and 11:15
am Masses. Four volunteers are needed to
help setup, make coffee, serve doughnuts,
and cleanup. You may also consider be-
coming a catechist for the St. Clement
Religious Education Program. Aileen
Scommegna (aileens@stclementchurch.
org), Associate Director of the Children

Have some fun with your fellow parish-  and Family Catechesis, welcomes adults

ioners. The Clements Moms Kick-off
will be held on September 9 at 7:00

pm in the Chapel. The Clement Moms
Playgroup will meet on September 17

who enjoy being with children and shar-
ing their love of God to use their own
talents to encourage children to live out
their Catholic faith. (Beth Purvis) &

Join St. Clement parishioners and staff in iSharing Our

f l | f t Blessingso at Fall Fest on Sunday, October 4, after the 9:30
a es and 11:15 Masses. Celebrate our community and faith from

SHARING OUR BLESSINGS

for kids, and the opportunity to hear from

10:30 am to 2:00 pm with a backyard BBQ, fun activities

those who make stewardship possible in

their lives. View more than 20 displays and learn about the ways you can fishare your

blessingso of time, talent and treasure with our community. Come join us! &
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